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JEWEL CAVE — REFURBISHMENT 

Statement by Minister for Regional Development 
MR B.J. GRYLLS (Central Wheatbelt — Minister for Regional Development) [12.06 pm]: Before I start, 
on behalf of the member for Nedlands and the Minister for Environment; Water, I would like to acknowledge the 
students from the Mercedes College who have joined us this afternoon. 

Ms M.M. Quirk: It is not in his electorate. 

Mr M. McGowan: No; it is in the electorate of Perth. 

Mr B.J. GRYLLS: Well, that is not their fault!  

Recently I travelled to Augusta to attend the official opening of the Jewel Cave refurbishment. This project is a 
shining example of the drive and passion present in regional communities. The $3.1 million refurbishment 
project has been a major undertaking by the Augusta–Margaret River Tourism Association, which operates the 
Jewel Cave. It attracted both state and federal government funding to the project and backed that up with its own 
significant contribution.  

The result is a real credit to the organisation. The refurbishment includes a new cave entrance, a new visitor 
centre, lighting and a walk trail. The original buildings were more than 50 years old and the compacted car park 
was situated over the top of the cave, reducing groundwater flows and producing drying of the cave 
environment. As a consequence, the cave system was under significant threat. 

The royalties for regions program has contributed $443 828 towards the construction of the new cave entrance, 
and the South West Development Commission has played a key role in funding this project. The Augusta–
Margaret River Tourism Association, with its own generated funds, contributed $1.4 million to this project, as 
well as all of its in-kind work. 

The result is a contemporary design that provides a greater degree of protection to the cave system and 
significantly enhances the quality of the tourism experience. Prior to refurbishment, Jewel Cave helped to attract 
40 000 visitors a year to the Augusta–Margaret River area. For the most part these visitors would have travelled 
through Bunbury and through Busselton and may well go on to Manjimup and down to Albany.  

It shows that this is an important asset not only for Augusta and Margaret River, but also for the whole South 
West and is significant for the broader tourism product of regional Western Australia. All these attractions play a 
part in building a tourism economy that is worth $620 million to the South West and $8 billion to the state. 
Improving attractions such as Jewel Cave will hopefully increase visitor numbers, the length of stay in the region 
and surrounding areas, and visitor spend. 

Many people have worked on this project, but it is worth mentioning Jayme Hatcher, who coordinated the 
project; Simon Ambrose, the CEO of Augusta–Margaret River Tourism Association; and Rachel House, the 
Chairman of the ARMTA Board, together with the board of members who took the risk and completed the 
project. I would also like to acknowledge the architects, Wilcox and Associates, a local Margaret River–based 
company, which has done a magnificent job on the design and redevelopment. The Augusta–Margaret River 
Tourism Association continues to lead the way in developing tourism products. It brought the wonderful 
CowParade to Western Australia, and through the Jewel Cave project it continues to deliver wonderful product 
to Western Australia. 
 


